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To our constituents 

 The association for a critical approach to gender and sexuality SUBVERSIVE FRONT 
from Skopje, Macedonia was established on 23 June 2013 with one of the main aims to further 
develop the activism for LGBTI rights in Macedonia, and thus add value to the wide campaign 
for equal rights and freedoms for the LGBTI people. By employing an unconventional, non-
patriarchal, non-heteronormative approach toward the work with the variety of stakeholders – 
state institutions, political parties, media, community members, other LGBTI organisations, and 
the wider public, Subversive Front has managed to achieve measurable and verifiable results in 
its role as a civil society actor and agent of social change. Especially in 2016, Subversive Front 
has succeeded in becoming an important actor in opening and further strengthening the 
dialogue on LGBTI issues and needs in the public discourse, in increasing the commitment to 
conducting effective advocacy efforts especially toward the relevant state authorities, in 
collecting valuable data on particular burning LGBTI issues, and in mobilizing individuals 
committed to engage in the campaign for LGBTI equality. During the past year, we have also 
grown as an organization and strengthened our capacities for further development, and thus we 
have set the grounds for undertaking more challenging and more rewarding steps toward 
ensuring full equality and rights of the people who do not identify with the dominant 
heteronormative and patriarchal norms and values in society.  

 All of this would not have happened had it not been the great support and immense 
contribution from all the donors and partners of ours, but most importantly from the committed 
and persevering individuals behind Subversive Front. My wholehearted gratitude goes to each 
and everybody who has contributed to Subversive Front grasping the role of a relevant civil 
society actor in improving the status and the rights of the LGBTI people in Macedonia and 
beyond.    

 

President 

Antonio Mihajlov 

02.03.2017 
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Annual assembly 

Third annual assembly of S-Front, 25.01.2016 

 At the third annual assembly, held on 25th of January 2016, the following decisions were 
made: 

1. The decision for Natali Petrovska to be a member of the Executive Board of S-Front and 
with that the termination of the mandate for the current member of the Executive 
Board, Dragana Drndarevska 

2. Antonio Mihajlov is reelected as a member of the Executive Board and President of S-
Front 

3. Adopted amendments and additions to the Statute of S-Front 
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Activities 

1. The First National LGBTI Conference in Macedonia successfully held 

 On 5th December, the Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Skopje, His 
Excellency Mr Wouter Plomp, and the Deputy Ambassador of France to Skopje, Mr Dominique 
Gautier opened the First National LGBTI Conference in Macedonia held at Best Western Hotel in 
Skopje. 

 The conference, aimed to 
strengthen the political dialogue on LGBTI 
in Macedonia, was the meeting place for a 
debate on the political inclusion of LGBTI in 
Macedonia, as well as on the cooperation in 
the advancement of the LGBTI rights and 
status in the country. In addition to Mr 
Plomp and Mr Gautier, speeches were held 
by representatives from 6 political parties – 
Socialdemocratic Union of Macedonia, 
Liberal Democratic Party, Liberal Party, 
Democratic Renewal of Macedonia, and Levica – the Left Party, then representatives from the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, the Secretariat for European Affairs, the Ombudsman’s 
Office, as well as representatives from other civil society actors in the country. 

 The conference, organized by the association for a critical approach to gender and 
sexuality “Subversive Front”, was also a place to present the analysis of the Macedonian anti-
discrimination legislation in relation to sexual orientation and gender identity, as well as to 
present the proposal amendments to the Criminal Code and the Anti-discrimination Act which 
regulate the hate crime/hate speech and discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation, 
gender identity and sex characteristics. Both the analysis and the proposal-amendments were 
completed by Subversive Front. 

 The conference was also a place to promote the campaign “Vote for equality” that 
Subversive Front is currently conducting which aims to inform and educate the voters on the 
political offerings the parties have in light of the upcoming early parliamentary elections 
scheduled for 11 December 2016. For the needs of the campaign, Subversive Front completed an 
analysis of the programmes of the political parties and disseminated a questionnaire on the 
political inclusion of LGBTI to 31 political parties. Only 5 political parties – the social-democrats, 
the liberal-democrats, the liberals, the greens and the left party responded to the questionnaire. 

 The analysis of the political programmes and the summary of the responses to the 
questionnaire show that the LGBTI issues and needs are to a very small extent included in the 
political agenda of the parties, and only in the left-oriented opposition parties. The parties where 
these issues are included to the highest degree have a minor political power and influence. This 
is a reflection of the dominant homophobic and transphobic attitudes and norms that prevent 
the political parties not to show an open and vocal public support to the problems this 
community has. In addition, the problems and the needs of the trans* and intersex people are 
nowhere included in the political agenda of the political parties, whereas only the Liberal party 

 SUBVERSIVE FRONT 
Association for a critical aproach to gender and sexuality 

 

6 



 

responded positively to the question if there is an openly LGBTI person in their list of candidates 
for the upcoming elections. 

 This is the second public LGBTI-related event organized by S-Front where political 
participation of LGBTI in Macedonia was in the spotlight of the public discussion. The first one 

– a civil society forum on the political 
participation of LGBTI in Macedonia was 
held in April this year. More information 
about this event can be found here.  

The First National LGBTI Conference was 
organised within the scope of the project 
“Utilising EU Accession Processes for the 
Advancement of LGBT Rights in the Western 
Balkans” coordinated by Sarajevo Open 
Centre, and funded by the U.S. State 
Department – Bureau of Democracy, Human 

Rights and Labor, Victory Institute and Labris.  

2. The European Parliament encourages stronger political 
participation of LGBTI people in Macedonia 

On 25th November, Antonio Mihajlov the president of Subversive Front – association for a critical 
approach to gender and sexuality from Skopje, Macedonia, held a meeting with the Special 
Rapporteur of the European Parliament for the Republic of Macedonia, Mr. Ivo Vajgl, MEP. Filip 
Avramchev, member of the Executive Board of the Liberal democratic party of Macedonia, and 
Jasmina Koneska, member of the Council for Euro-Atlantic integrations and the Board of 
international policies, also attended the meeting. 

The topics discussed at the meeting were the issues regarding the position of the LGBTI persons 
in Macedonia and the ways how the European Parliament could help in improving the status and 
the rights of these people in the country. 
The commitment in advocating for LGBTI 
rights of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
shown so far was also discussed, as well as 
their upcoming activities planned in this 
regard. LDP is one of the few political 
parties in Macedonia that openly and 
continuously support the LGBTI persons in 
their combat for equality in society, as part 
of the wider campaign for equality and 
human rights for all. 

Antonio Mihajlov emphasized that in the 
last 2 years, LGBTI issues have been placed at the margins of the political discourse in 
Macedonia, as well as the issues affecting the other marginalized groups in society, such as Roma 
people and refugees. The political crisis that emerged as a result of the revelation of the audio 
records the wire-tapping communication of the 22000 citizens, put the corruption and crime 
committed by some of the top officials in the country under the media and public spotlight. The 
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safeguard and enjoyment of the human rights as universal to all citizens of Macedonia, including 
the lesbian, gay men, bisexual, trans* and intersexual persons, were neglected in the political 
debate. 

The Special Rapporteur of the European Parliament for Macedonia, who is also representative 
of the Alliance of the liberal and democrats for Europe in EP, Mr. Ivo Vajgl, pointed out that the 
European Parliament will continue dedicating efforts in advocating for LGBTI rights and 
equality within the scope of its mandate and across Europe, especially in the EU candidate 
countries. Meanwhile, he expressed his concern for the rising ne-conservative, right wing 
movements and rhetoric in Europe, especially after Brexit and the victory of Donald Trump at 
the US presidential elections, as they usually reproduce homophobic and non-inclusive rhetoric. 

At the end of the meeting, Antonio Mihajlov informed about the current campaign “Vote for 
equality” conducted by Subversive Front, which is related to strengthening political 
participation of LGBTI persons in Macedonia in light of the early parliamentary elections 
scheduled for 11th December 2016, as well as about the First National LGBTI Conference in 
Macedonia, scheduled for 5th December, just 6 days before the elections. 

3. “Vote for equality”- campaign for LGBTI inclusion in the political 
agenda in Macedonia 

The association for critical approach to gender and sexuality “Subversive Front” in light of the 
early parliamentary elections in Macedonia scheduled for 11th December, has just started with 
the campaign “Vote for equality”. The aim of the campaign is to include LGBTI equality in the 
public political agenda of the political parties not only during the upcoming elections, but also 
after them. “Before the start of the 
campaign, meetings with the political 
parties were held, whose representatives 
were answering the Questionnaire on LGBTI 
inclusion in their programmes” – says 
Antonio Mihajlov, the president of 
Subversive Front. The Questionnaire was 
dispatched to all the political parties, 
however only 5 of them – Social-democratic 
Union of Macedonia, Liberal-democratic 
Party, Liberal Party, Democratic Renewal of 
Macedonia (the Greens), and the Left Party, 
answered it. At the same time, once the 
election programmes were published, Subversive Front completed an analysis if and to what 
extent the problems and needs of the LGBTI people are included in them.  

“The general impression is that the political parties to a very small extent address the LGBTI 
issues and problems. They can only be found in the programmes of the left-oriented political 
parties, and it is only in the programmes of the minor-power political parties where they are 
included to the highest extent. This is a result of the dominant hetero-patriarchal norms that 
prevail in Macedonian society and this is reflected in the political parties, who, fearing that they 
will lose part of the voters and the potential undecided voters, choose not to voice their support 
and vocally defend the human rights of the LGBTI people. With this campaign, we want to make 
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the general public aware of the LGBTI problems and needs, and to encourage the political parties 
to start considering the LGBTI community as a strong voter base that they need to include in 
their political agenda.” – says Mihajlov.  

Within the scope of the campaign, on 5th December will be the First National LGBTI Conference 
in Macedonia held, where representatives 
from the political parties and the state 
institutions will discuss the advancing of the 
status and the rights of the LGBTI people in the 
country. At the same time, the amendment-
proposals of the Law on Protection and 
Prevention against Discrimination and the 
Criminal Code will be presented which will 
aim to legally recognize and protect the LGBTI 
people against discrimination, hate crime and 

hate speech based on sexual orientation and gender identity. 

The campaign “Vote for equality” is part of the wider strategy for encouraging better political 
participation of the LGBTI people in Macedonia. It is supported by Sarajevo Open Center, Gay 
and Lesbian Victory Institute, and Labris – Lesbian Human Rights Organisation. 

4. Work meeting for the project “Building capacities of young activists 
in providing services to LGBTI youth” 

 From the 5th to the 7th of 
November in Skopje, a work meeting was 
held among the following organizations: 
Association Rainbow – Serbia, Subversive 
Front – Macedonia, Institution for 
protection of human rights 
“INDEPENDENT” – Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, “BONSAI” – Croatia, and 
“LGBT Forum Progress” – Montenegro. At 
the meeting. it was discussed how the 
“Guide on building capacities of young 
activists in providing services to LGBTI 
youth” might look like and what it would contain. Various sections were selected that the guide 
will contain and were discussed in more details. 
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5. Regional cooperation in protecting the human rights of the LGBTI 
people 

 In the Western Balkans, the human 
rights of LGBTI persons are violated on a 
daily basis. One reason for this situation is 
the fact that the authorities have not opted 
for the creation and / or enhancement of 
institutional and legal elements which 
would protect LGBTI rights. What is missing 
is a structural incentive for, on one hand, 
leaving the homophobic practices, and the 
pressure for the adoption and 
implementation of laws that protect LGBTI 
people on the other hand. For these reasons, the Sarajevo Open Centre (Sarajevski otvoreni 
centar), in partnership with Subversive Front (Macedonia), Labris Beograd (Serbia), Cel Kosovo 
(Kosovo), Fondacija Cure / CURE Foundation (Bosnia and Herzegovina) and ILGA-Europe 
(Belgium) started the implementation of the project “Utilization of EU integration processes to 
improve LGBT rights in the Western Balkans”. 

 The overall project objective is to promote respect for and recognition of the human 
rights of LGBTI persons in the Western Balkans, using the EU accession process as a focal point 
for targeted, evidence-based advocacy. 

 Through: 

1. Strengthening the capacities of LGBTI rights organizations; 
2. Increasing the use of evidence-based advocacy in organizations’ work; and 
3. Advocating for LGBTI rights on European and national levels, 

 this project aims to efficiently utilize the process of EU accession to improve LGBTI 
human rights in the Western Balkans. The project is financially supported by the State 
Department’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor with a budget of 332,000.00 USD. 

6. Balkan Pride 2016 – Training on human rights for LGBT 

 From 6th to 10th March, Subversive 
Front in Skopje organised the training 
“Human rights for LGBT people in the 
Balkans: human rights framework, history, 
and current trends”. The training is 
envisaged as meeting place for 31 activist of 
9 different countries from the region to 
discuss and exchange ideas, opinions, and 
experiences on topics, such as human rights 
of LGBT people, historical development of 
the LGBT movement in the world and the 
region, stereotypes and prejudices towards the LGBT people, as well as critical issues for the 
LGBT communities in the countries of the region. 
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 The key project activities are 3 trainings and one meeting that will be held throughout 
March, June, September and November this year. Each partner organisation from the 9 ones has 
the responsibility to send 3 participants to each of the trainings, while the 4th activity – the 
meeting, is reserved for the representatives of the partner organisations. The whole project of 
“Balkan Pride 2016” is funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the European Union. 

7. IDAHOBIT 2016: “Ally of the year” award granted for the first time 

 On 17th May 2016 was the first joint observing of the International Day against 
Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia (IDAHOBIT) organized by the Delegation of the 

European Union in Macedonia, and the 
UNDP office in Skopje, in partnership with 
Subversive Front. The representatives of the 
EU and the UN in Skopje mentioned how 
important it is to address LGBTI issues in a 
country where there is no state support of 
this community. Antonio Mihajlov, the 
president of Subversive Front, mentioned 
that it is discouraging that the LGBTI issues 
are addressed by foreign organizations and 
missions in the country, and not by the 

competent state authorities. IDAHOBIT 2016 was also the event when the “Ally of the year” 
award was granted for the first time in the history of Macedonian LGBTI activism. The award, 
which is given to individuals and organizations that have significantly contributed to the 
campaign for equal rights of the LGBTI people in Macedonia, was granted to Ognen Janeski, TV 
host and journalist at the Macedonian national TV station “24 Vesti”, who has continuously been 
showing extraordinary efforts of support and solidarity in the combat against homophobia and 
transphobia in Macedonia. 

8. First survey on SOGI-based bullying among youth conducted 

 On 30th March 2016 in Skopje were the results of the first survey on bullying based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity 
among the youth presented. The survey 
aimed to map the situation with the 
attitudes and perceptions of the young 
people living in Skopje on the bullying, 
discrimination and harassment against the 
young LGBTIQ+ people. The findings of this 
survey show that the young LGBTIQ+ people 
show higher levels of anxiety in social 
interaction than their heterosexual 
counterparts. The survey also shows that the 
LGBTIQ+ youth is more prone to feel 
depression than the heterosexual youth, as well as they are more likely to conceal private, 
personal information about themselves as they think it is inappropriate, unacceptable and even 
forbidden. 
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 Finally, the survey shows that the young LGBTIQ+ people think that they are 
experiencing higher levels of discrimination than their straight counterparts. The survey was 
conducted in the period from September 2015 to February 2016 by Subversive Front – association 
for a critical approach to gender and sexuality from Skopje, the capital of Macedonia, in 
partnership with the biggest youth organization in Macedonia – Youth Educational Forum. 

9. First civil society forum on political participation of LGBTI people 
in Macedonia organized 

 On 18th April 2016 in Skopje was the first civil society forum on political participation 
of LGBTI people organized. The forum aimed to bring different political parties together and 
discuss the level of inclusion of LGBTI people in their agendas, as well as the support these 
political parties have shown so far 
toward the campaign for equal rights for 
LGBTI people in Macedonia. Five 
political parties, all left-oriented and 
opposition parties, such as the Liberal 
Democratic Party, the Liberal Party, the 
Social Democratic Union of Macedonia, 
the Left Party, and the Democratic 
Renewal of Macedonia (the Greens), were 
able to present their political 
programmes in light of the upcoming 
elections in December. The head of the Greens who had the most inclusive political programme 
in relation to LGBTI, mentioned that the Greens have been among the first ones in the political 
scene in Macedonia to openly stand together with and show support to the needs and issues of 
the LGBTI people. 

 The representative from the Social Democrats said that even though they have not 
included LGBTI in their programme, they still have made enormous efforts in support of the 
LGBTI people in the years so far, such as the public mentioning of LGBTI from the leader of the 
Social Democratic Union during the mass civil protests in May 2015. Finally, the representative 
from the Left Party stated that despite the dominantly negative attitudes of the general 
population toward the LGBTI people, this community still needs bigger visibility in media and in 
society in general. The forum was organized by Subversive Front with the support from Gay and 
Lesbian Victory Institute from Washington D.C. 
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10. CPD finds no discrimination against LGBTI people in the script for 
studies in psychology 

 The Commission for Protection 
against Discrimination (CPD) did not respect 
the legally prescribed period for responding 
on the submission and verification of the 
facts and application of the laws, assessed 
Macedonian Association of Young Lawyers 
in analyzing the opinion of the Commission 
for Protection against Discrimination in the 
case of use of offensive, disrespectful and 
demeaning speech to persons with a 
homosexual orientation to teaching aids 
(script) used in the Philosophy Faculty. 

 The analysis states that the Association for critical approach to gender and sexuality 
"Subversive Front - Skopje" and the Association for Social and Multicultural Development 
"Women's Alliance - Skopje", with support from USAID's project for support of human rights, 
implemented by the Macedonian young lawyers Association, on July 13, 2015 submitted a 
complaint to the Commission for protection against discrimination against Philosophy Faculty - 
Skopje and against professor Blagoja Janakov, a professor at the Faculty of Philosophy because 
of the script "Personality (Psychology of personality)" authored by Janakov. The Commission, 
exceeded the legally prescribed deadline for opinion by four times. 

 "The statutory period within which the Commission is obliged to give its opinion on the 
complaint is 90 days (art. 28 para. 1 of the Prevention and Protection against Discrimination) 
without the possibility of extension of this term. The complaint was duly filed on July 13, 2015, 
and the opinion was delivered on July 1, 2016 and one year later. Such undue delays in the 
procedure introduced reasonable doubt in the commission's capacity to protect citizens from 
discrimination "reads the analysis. 

 Macedonian Young Lawyers Association points out that the Commission also violated 
the regulations by the rationalization of the declaration of Faculty of Philosophy - Skopje and 
author of the article submitted seven months after expiry of the legal deadline. 

 "The person against whom a complaint may declare the allegations within 15 days of 
receipt (Art. 27 para. 2 of LPPD). The Commission submitted a request for a statement on July 24, 
2015 which is answered on April 8, 2016, seven months after the legal deadline. The deadline for 
submission of a statement on the complaint is contained in a mandatory provision and as such 
is mandatory and does not allow stretching and optional application. The statement is therefore 
untimely and as such should not be considered when determining the facts and decision of 
opinion, "the document said. 

 The Association contest the part of the Commission's opinion stating that the disputed 
text does not contain words that refer to offend or incite hatred. They note that the author 
distorting the facts offends people with homosexual orientation. The association points to the 
next part: “well, as is it so, there isn't impediment for marriage between man and beast 
(including if you are of the same sex, for example male elephants and male person). Gays 
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and other will require the "legalization of child prostitution and legalize marital 
relationships with androids, virtual creatures, artwork, pots etc ..." and the sentence "if 
anyone freely opted for a homosexual relationship let them enter into such a relationship 
and let them enjoy it. If anyone freely opted for love and marriage with hippopotamus - let 
them do it and let them enjoy it... ". 

 The analysis states that the Commission decision in the opinion is guided by 
assumptions, not facts, so stated that the author used appropriate research results and refer 
appropriate scientific authorities that underpins the presented scientific arguments. 

 "The text contains exclusively personal, unscientific based views and above all 
prejudices of the author, against homosexuals and so called developed democratic and free 
world. The author does not present any research on which he came to the attitudes he is 
presenting nor he refers relevant literature (excluding Nicolosi for the part for the treatment of 
homosexuality). The author does not explain the use of any harsh words nor he present 
argumentative attitudes, backed up based on the use of any method of research that is inherent 
in science, "states the analysis. 

 The Association reminds that the majority of science have a clear and consistent 
position on homosexuality and that the World Health Organization, American Association of 
Psychologists and the American Association of Psychiatrists do not consider homosexuality a 
disease. 

 "Any dissent from this must be justified and supported by research results. The disputed 
text isn't and therefore can not be taken seriously as a scientific text" it's said by the Association. 

 At the end of the analysis states that the submission of the petition to the CPD, proved 
ineffective because it does not achieve the aim of an objective assessment of the content of the 
script, and thereby the protection of those who are discriminated against and encouraging hate 
speech because of their sexual orientation, taking into account the fact that this script educates 
and will educate students and future psychologists. 
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Projects 

1. Vote for Equality 

The aim of this project is to bring the topic of equality for LGBTI people into the public political 
agenda of the December 2016 elections. This project is part of a broader strategy to encourage 
greater political participation of LGBTI people in the Balkans as a region, and in Macedonia, as 
a tool to advance towards equality. Subversive Front, Labris, and Victory will collaborate on this 
project and all activities and actions will be branded under the same theme, “Vote for Equality” 
campaign.   

The project will begin with developing an analysis of the programs of 
the political parties that are involved with the December 2016 
elections in Macedonia, specifically their inclusion of the specific 
needs of the LGBTI population. This will be done through dispatching 
short questionnaires to the representatives fo the political parties.   

Once the data has been gathered, a comparative report will be 
published onto a campaign website in order to be used as an advocacy 
and voter education tool, allowing for transparency and informed 

voting decisions. The initial findings of the analysis will also be presented to parties during 
closed meeting as part of a Civil Society Forum. This forum will allow for an open space of 
political participation from LGBTI people and will aim to build bridges among civil society and 
political parties. There will also be a part of the forum open to the public. 

The Vote for Equality campaign will display the analysis of the party programs through a website.  
Specifically, each party’s stance on particular LGBTI issues will be displayed in a non-biased 
manner, so that voters can utilize the information to educate themselves.  The analysis will not 
explicitly endorse any specific candidate.  The results will be backed by the findings of the 
analysis of the political parties’ programs and 
the short questionnaire conducted 
previously. 

This action will promote informed voting among the LGBTI population and the general public, 
and reinforce the commitment of political parties to include the needs of LGBTI people in their 
programs. Because of the strategic timing, the campaign will showcase the LGBTI movement as 
a cohesive group of informed voters that parties should be strongly considering as a voter base.  
This will encourage them to be supportive of inclusive policies and to welcome and accept more 
LGBTI leaders within their structures. 

The campaign will be promoted via social media such as Twitter and Facebook in order to direct 
more traffic to the website. This campaign will also be presented and advertised during the 
conference that S-Front is organizing on December 5, 2016, called “1st National LGBTI 
Conference – Strengthening the political dialogue on LGBTI in Macedonia”. This timing is 
strategic because it is one week before the elections on December 11th, which will bring attention 
to the candidate platforms in the campaign at a crucial voter decision time. 

Lastly, after the elections a similar report will be published about the newly elected officials so 
that citizens can be aware of the formal opinions of their officials. It will also be used as an 
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advocacy tool, allowing LGBTI groups to follow up with political parties around any 
commitments and promises made during the campaign. 

Overall, the official documentation of party programs as a tool for advocacy and voter education, 
and the opening of spaces and visibility through the Civil Society Forum and the National LGBTI 
Conference will help us achieve our goal of bringing the topic of equality for LGBTI people into 
the public political agenda of the December 2016 elections.   

The grant awarded for the project is 281.046 MKD and the project duration is from 16th March to 
31st December 2016.  

2. Building a regional LGBT community - Balkan Pride 1 

 The main idea of the project is to 
gather LGBT organisations in the Balkan 
region and promote the idea of the Pride 
event and its potential for improving the 
livelihood of LGBT population in this region. Since the Balkans are still very conservative region, 
highly influenced by religions, prejudices and in general lack of understanding for something 
different or someone different. 

The overall objectives of the project are: 

1. To build capacities of local LGBT CSOs on advocating for the rights of LGBT population 
and better serving their needs and interests; 

2. To promote the Pride event as the form of achieving the desirable change; 
3. To create a platform for cooperation related to the Pride events in the region in order 

to mobilize more people for the events and to increase visibility. 

 Project coordinating organisation: LGB Youth support group "COME OUT" from Novi 
Sad, Serbia while project partner organisations are Subversive Front from Skopje, Macedonia, 
Thessaloniki Pride from Thessaloniki, Greece, PINK Embassy from Tirana, Albania. 

 The grant awarded for the project "Building a regional LGBT community - Balkan Pride 
1" is 54.665 EUR. 

3. Utilizing EU integration processes for advancing LGBT rights in 
Western Balkans 

 The overall program objective is to promote respect 
for and recognition of the human rights of LGBT persons in 
the Western Balkans, using the EU accession process as a 
focal point for targeted, evidence-based advocacy. 

 Key Actors: This project will be implemented by 
Sarajevo Open Centre, based in Bosnia and Herzegovina, with 
the mentoring of the International Lesbian and Gay 
Association (ILGA) – Europe. The participating organizations 
are Subversive Front (Macedonia), the Centre for Equality and 
Liberty (Kosovo), Labris (Serbia), and the CURE Foundation 
(Bosnia and Herzegovina). Activists from Croatian 

 SUBVERSIVE FRONT 
Association for a critical aproach to gender and sexuality 

 

16 



 

organizations will provide mentoring in the areas of human rights violation documentation and 
in formulating country-based activities based on their experience with EU accession processes. 

 Goals and Objectives: This project aims to efficiently utilize the process of EU accession 
to improve LGBT human rights in the Western Balkans by means of accomplishing three main 
objectives: 

1. Strengthen the capacities of LGBT rights organizations; 
2. Increase the use of evidence-based advocacy in organizations’ work; and 
3. Advocate for LGBT rights on European and national levels. 

 Project Activities: In order to accomplish the objectives set forth, we envision two types 
of activities: those in which all organizations will 
participate, and country-based activities related to EU 
enlargement. In addition to activities within these two 
categories, ILGA Europe will implement an advocacy 
action towards the EU on behalf of Western Balkan 
countries.  

1. Capacity building, documentation training, and info-sharing meetings 
2. Contributing to an online resource 

Result 1: Quality of organizations' initiatives and internal procedures improves. 

1. Document LGBT human rights violations 
2. Provide & promote free legal counselling for the local LGBT community 

Result 2: Increased scope of documentation and legal aid services. 

1. Write yearly contributions to the EU progress report 
2. Country-based or individual activities 
3. ILGA Advocacy Action 

Result 3: EU and national stakeholders are better equipped to use their resources to improve the 
state of LGBT human rights in the target countries. 

 Program Date: 1 October 2015 to 31 December 2017 

 The project is financially supported by the State Department's Bureau of Democracy, 
Human Rights and Labor with a budget of 332,000.00 USD 

Subversive Front, Skopje, Macedonia 

 This project aims to address the need for recognition and explicit legal protection of 
cases of SOGI-based discrimination and hate crime/speech among the relevant stakeholders, 
such as the state authorities competent for crime prevention and protection, prevention and 
protection against discrimination, and legislators, as well as to raise awareness on SOGI-based 
discrimination and hate crime/speech. 

The specific objectives of this project are: 

1. To create analysis of the Macedonian anti-discrimination legislation considering SOGI 
and its alignment with EU acquis, and other international human rights standards 

2. To draft amendments to Macedonian Criminal Code and Misdemeanor Act for Hate 
Speech/Hate Crime regulation on the grounds of SOGI 
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3. To advocate about SOGI-based anti-discrimination and SOGI-based hate crime/speech. 

Project activities: 

1. Analysis of Macedonian anti-discrimination legislation considering SOGI and its 
alignment with EU acquis and international human rights standards 

2. Drafting amendments to Macedonian Criminal Code and Misdemeanor Act for Hate 
Crime/Speech regulation on the grounds of SOGI 

3. Advocacy activities related to anti-discrimination and hate crime/speech on the 
grounds of SOGI. 

Project date: 01.01.2016 – 31.12.2016 Budget: 25,000 USD 

4. Capacity building of youth workers in providing services to LGBT 
youth 

The main objective of the project:  

 Increase cooperation of youth from 
five countries, so that they increase 
their knowledge and skills for 
adequate and sensibilized work 
with LGBT people, through non-formal education, in order to make a significant 
progress in solving the problems of this vulnerable population at the regional level. 

Specific objectives: 

 In the period of 6 months, to increase the knowledge and skills of youth workers for 
adequate access to work and support for LGBT people. 

 In a period of 6 months, write the Guide for youth workers, which will enable adequate 
knowledge and skills for the proper approach to dealing with LGBT people. 

 In the 12 months to increase the participation of youth workers in LGBT activism. In 
the 3 months to increase informing decision-makers, the media, the donor community 
and the general public about the results of the project. 

All project activities will be grouped in 5 cycles: 

 Preparatory activities for the project. 
 Invitation and selection of trainees. 
 Organization of training. 
 Preparation and distribution of a printed guide for youth workers. 
 The organization of the conference. 

 Project coordinator is Asocijacija Duga - Serbia while project partners are Subversive 
Front - Macedonia, BONSAI – Croatia, Institution for protection of human rights 
“INDEPENDENT” – Bosnia and Herzegovina, LGBT Forum “Progres” – Montenegro. 

Duration: August 2016 - August 2017 

The grant awarded for the project is 53,560 EUR. 
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5. Civica Mobilitas Grant for Institutional Development and 
Organizational Strengthening 

 On May 17, 2016, the Association for critical 
approach to gender and sexuality Subversive Front Skopje 
was awarded an institutional grant by the program for 
support of civil societies, Civica mobilitas. 

 This two-year institutional grant in an amount totaling 32.460 EUR aims to support the 
process of institutional development and organizational strengthening of S-Front by 
implementing a series of activities: 

1. Strategic development of the organization 
2. Activities and events that address the political, cultural, economic and social aspects 

related to the status of the LGBT people 
3. Advocacy activities with political parties, state institutions and the media 
4. Advocacy activities with the LGBT activists from Macedonia and the region of Southeast 

Europe 
5. Information and education on LGBT rights, problems and needs 

 The program to support civil societies, Civica mobilitas is a project of the Swiss Agency 
for Development and Cooperation (SDC), represented by the Swiss Embassy in Macedonia, which 
is implemented by NIRAS Denmark, the Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC) 
and the Swedish Institute for Public Administration (SIPU). 

Capacity development and strengthening 

April 2016: 

 DEFENDERS DAYS - Empowering Human Rights Defenders at Risk by Civil Rights 
Defenders, Stockholm, Sweden; 

May 2016: 

 Civil society forum on “Political Participation on LGBTI” by OMSA, Tirana Albania; 
 “Training on Documentation of Human Rights Violation of LGBTI People", by SOC and 

ILGA Europe, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina; 

June 2016:  

 “East meets West Forum” by EmW, Vienna, Austria;  
 “Regenbogen Parade”, by Wien Pride, Vienna, Austria;  
 “International Programme of Oslo Pride” by the Norwegian Helsinki Committee and 

FRI – the Norwegian LGBTI Federation, Oslo, Norway;  
 “Oslo Pride Parade’, by Oslo Pride, Oslo, Norway;  
 “European Queer GREENS – Out and Green” by the European Green Party, Vilnius, 

Lithuania; 
 “Baltic Pride Parade”, by Baltic Pride, Vilnius, Lithuania; 
 “Zagreb Pride”, by Zagreb Pride, Zagreb, Croatia; 
 “Training course on Communication and Advocacy in LGBTIQ Activism” by 

Thessaloniki Pride, Thessaloniki, Greece; 
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 “Thessaloniki Pride Parade” by Thessaloniki Pride, Thessaloniki, Greece; 

July 2016:  

 “D Festival” by Password Production and Civica Mobilitas, Dojran, Macedonia; 
 “Training on emotional intelligence and communication with empathy in working with 

young LGBTI activists” by “Hajde Da”, Kikinda, Serbia; 

September 2016: 

 “Public campaigning workshop” by ERA – LGBTI Equal Rights Association for Western 
Balkans and Turkey, Belgrade, Serbia; 

 “Work meeting on capacity building of youth workers in providing services to LGBT 
youth” by BONSAI, Dubrovnik, Croatia; 

 “Training course on youth volunteerism” by COME OUT, Novi Sad, Serbia; 
 “Belgrade Pride Parade”, by Belgrade Pride, Belgrade, Serbia; 

October 2016:  

 “ERA Annual Conference” by ERA – LGBTI Equal Rights Association for Western 
Balkans and Turkey, Pristina, Kosovo; 

 “20th Annual Conference - Power to the People - Celebrating 20 years of the strength 
within” by ILGA Europe, Nicosia, Cyprus;  

 “How to inform the public about human rights violations” workshop by FOSM in 
Strumica, Macedonia; 

November 2016:  

 “Promotion of health-care standards for transgender, gender-variant and intersex 
children and youth” lecture by TransParent, Zagreb, Croatia; 

 “Diversity Pride Day” workshop by PeaceCorps, Skopje, Macedonia; 
 “EU study visit” by ILGA Europe and Sarajevo Open Centre, Brussels, Belgium;  
 “Project Planning Meeting” by Sarajevo Open Centre and ILGA Europe, Brussels, 

Belgium;  
 “Work Meeting on Strategic Directions for Balkan Pride” by PINK Embassy, Tirana, 

Albania; 
 National Forum “Time for challenges” by Civica Mobilitas, Struga, Macedonia; 

December 2016:  

 “Access to Justice” Conference by Stonewall, London, UK;  
 “Training course on capacity building of youth workers in providing services to LGBT 

youth” by Association Rainbow, Subotica, Serbia;  
 “International LGBT Leaders Conference” by Victory Institute, Washington D.C., USA; 
 “Montenegro Pride” by Queer Montenegro, Podgorica, Montenegro.   
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Publications 

Report from the survey on SOGI-based discrimination, violence and 
bullying among youth in Skopje. 

This report contains the findings of the survey of the perceptions and attitudes 
of youth from Skopje related to discrimination, violence and bullying based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity, which was conducted from September 
to December 2015. The findings of this survey map the situation with the 

discrimination, violence and bullying of young LGBTQI persons in the area of Skopje, and 
indicate the need for this problem to be recognized and addressed by the competent authorities 
and other stakeholders. 

 This research study was conducted by our research consultant Kristefer Stojanovski 
who developed the research methodology, completed the processing and analysis of collected 
data and wrote this research report. 

 

Analysis of the anti-discrimination legislation in the Republic of Macedonia 
in relation to sexual orientation and gender identity 

This analysis presents the anti-discrimination legislation in the Republic of 
Macedonia in relation to sexual orientation and gender identity. In order to have 
a wider perspective, the analysis is divided into few chapters analysing the 
international documents, national legislation of the Republic of Macedonia in 

relation to the alignment of the national legislation with the EU acquis communautaire, 
conclusions and at the end recommendations. 

 The analysis was conducted within the scope of the project “Utilising EU Accession 
Processes for Advancement of LGBT Rights in the Western Balkans” with the support of Sarajevo 
Open Centre and funded by the U.S. State Department – Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights 
and Labor, and the analysis was conducted by Aleksandra Bogdanovska. 
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S-Front in the media 

 This year S-Front had big visibility in the media. Articles about the First National 
Conference, IDAHOBIT 2016 in Macedonia, and the results of the Survey on SOGI-based bullying 
were published in the following media: MRT, Vecher, TV21, NOVA TV, Tochka, MKD.mk, 
MakFaks, PlusInfo, Emagazin, Fokus, Reporter, Lokalno, 24 Vesti, Libertas, Meta, Slobodna 
Evropa, MIA, A1ON.mk, Telma TV, Queer.mk, Anadolu Agency Shqip, Informa and many others. 

 

 
 

Antonio Mihajlov – IDAHOBIT 2016 in 
Macedonia 

Interview - Antonio Mihajlov for TV21 
 

 

Antonio Mihajlov at the First National 
Conference on LGBTI in Macedonia 
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Financial report 

BALANCE OF INCOME AND EXPENSES ON 31.12.2016 
 REVENUE    
1 Interest income and foreign exchange gains 53 den. 

2 
Revenue from membership fees, gifts, donations and income from other 
sources 

2.745.044 den.  

3 Own revenues 925 den. 
4 Excess revenue from the previous year 172.783 den.  
 Total revenues: 2.918.805 den.  
    
 EXPENSES    
1 Spent materials 219.388 den.  
2 Energy consumption 18.524 den.  
3 Other services 244.718 den.  
4 Expenses for advertising, propaganda and entertainment 158.763 den. 
5 Rents 114.051 den.  
 Total material costs, services and depreciation: 755.444 den.  

6 Fee for payment operations 17.685 den.  
7 Compensation for workers and citizens 930.450 den.  
8 Membership fees 1.839 den. 
9 Other expenses 171.984 den.  
 Total other expenses: 1.121.958 den.  

10 Funds for equipment 71.622 den.  
 Total capital and other costs: 71.622 den. 

11 Payments, donations and other benefits of legal entities 600.156 den.  
 Total payments, donations and other charges: 600.156 den.  
 Total expenses: 2.549.180 den.  
    
 REALIZED EXCESS INCOME (PROFIT BEFORE TAX) 369.652 den.  

BALANCE SHEET ON 31.12.2016 
 ASSETS    

1 Bank account 367.764   den. 

2 Treasury 1.861 den. 
 Total assets: 369.625            den. 
    
 LIABILITIES    

1 Part of the excess revenue transferred to next year 369.625 den. 
 Total liabilities 369.625  den. 
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Contact information 

Antonio Mihajlov 
President 

 
amihajlov@s-front.org.mk 

+389 72 759995 

Angelina Ivanova 
Program Coordinator 

 
aivanova@s-front.org.mk 

+389 75 838040 

Daniel Mitkovski 
Director of Finance and 

Administration 
dmitkovski@s-front.org.mk 

+389  71 343021 

 

Viktorija Bondikjova 
Program Assistant 

 
vbondikjova@s-front.org.mk 

+389 75 462475 

 

 

Nikola Ristevski 
Advocacy officer 

 
nshindre@s-front.org.mk 

+389 76 438409 

 

Map 

 

Subversive Front  

St. Makedonija 11/2-10, 1000 Skopje 
R. Macedonia 
 
Tel/Fax:  +389 2 6139874 
Mob:  +389 77 733688 
Mail:  contact@s-front.org.mk 
Web: www.s-front.org.mk 
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