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United Societies of Balkans (U.S.B.) is a
non-profit, nongovernmental 

organization based in Thessaloniki,
Greece working in 

the field of youth mobility,
participation and facilitating youth 
awareness about social issues. It was

founded in 2008 by the 
inception of a group of active young

people who wanted to address 
the social issues which affect the

youngsters in the Balkans and 
Eastern Europe. The vision of the
organisation is the promotion of 

youth mobility, youth involvement and
participation, voluntarism 

and human rights. 

Vision 

Key areas of the organization’s
activities concern the defence of 

human rights, the organization of
youth related projects such as youth 

exchanges and training courses, which
can bring young people from 

Balkans and Europe together, and the
organization of local 

interventions, seminars and
multimedia productions. It envisions a 

global and inclusive society, where
citizens are equally empowered to 

contribute in the shaping of a world
with less prejudice, discrimination 

and other forms of injustice. 

Mission 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  

THE  PROJECT

The youth exchange Diversity in Visual Arts vol.2 will bring to 
Thessaloniki 55 young people, aged 18-25 for 11 days from 10 

countries. Ariival day wiil be at 15th June, the project will be 
realised between 16-26 of June and departure day at 27th of June.  
The aim of the exchange is to get the participants in touch with the 
LGBTI + community, the problems and needs as well as its rights - 

while at the same time they will be trained on human rights in 
general. They will reflect on these themes and at the same time 
they will be sensitized, with the aim of mobilizing themselves in 

activist actions - whether locally or through the internet - to promote 
them. 

During the exchange, the participants will have the opportunity to 
attend art workshops (theater, constructions, creative writing, etc.) 

and new technologies (photography, video), to acquire skills related 
to them and express themselves. The participants will be divided 

into groups according to their interests - the participants who will be 
chosen will have access in a second infopack and an application 
form in order to choose which workshop they would like to attend. 

The aim of these workshops is, among other things, to provide tools 
for the promotion of human rights and LGBTI + community rights 

through art and engagement in an activist action. 

In the last days of the exchange, the results of these workshops will 
be exhibited in the city, aiming at a maximized and multiplier effect 

on the local community. We also intend to make the exchange 
during the 7th Thessaloniki Pride and this exhibition will be included 

in the official program. The participants will have a kiosk at 
Thessaloniki Pride and will inform young people about the Erasmus 
+ program and the opportunities it offers for training, volunteering, 

mobility and learning. 
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OBJECTIVES  OF  

THE  YOUTH  

EXCHANGE

To raise awareness, 
demonstration and promotion of 

human rights and more specifically 
LGBTI + rights.

The emergence of the arts and 
new technologies as active tools to 

raise awareness and 
combat discrimination.

The familiarization of participants  
with the LGBTI + community, 

its problems and its demands, and 
the abolition of stereotypes, 

intolerance and prejudice for 
LGBTI + individuals.

Get the participants acquire 
basic skills and knowledge on the 

use of new media and the arts

 Collaboration between partner 
organizations in order to create 

new networks and projects 
promoting human rights and 

respect for the different, mainly 
on the identity of people as 

LGBTI +. 
The promotion of European 
ideals and principles and the 

feeling of European citizenship. 
Understanding non-formal 

learning and using its methods in 
future activities of the 
participants / bodies 

 Understanding the Erasmus + 
program as opportunity for 
mobility, volunteering and 

training 

 THE PROJECT HAS THESE OBJECTIVES AMONG OTHERS:  
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PARTNERS AND PARTICIPANTS 

PARTNER 

ORGANIZATIONS

United Societies of Balkans 
(Greece) 

CROCUS (Bulgaria)
ACCEPT (Cyprus) 

FUNDACIO CATALUNYA 
VOLUNTARIA (Spain) 

Associazione Eurobox (Italy) 
KATILIMCI GENCLIK DERNEGI 

(Turkey) 
Platypus (Croatia) 

SEIKLEJATE 
VENNASKOND (Estonia) 

ZDRUZHENIE MLADINSKA 
ORGANIZACIJA ALEKSIS 

PRILEP (FYROM) 
YOUTH ALMA (Romania) 

PROFILE OF THE 

PARTICIPANTS

Strong motivation
People willing to work in both small and 
large groups and participate in the Pride 

Parede
No previous experience at any art form 

required  
Over 18 years old 

Open minded 
Residents in the countries of the 

sending organisations, coming from 
different national, ethnic, cultural and 

religious backgrounds. 

Each partner organisation will 
send group of 5 

people (1 youth leader and 4 
participants). Please respect 

the gender balance
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WHEN 

AND 

WHERE? 
The project will be realised 

in Thessaloniki at  
16 - 26/06/2018

Thessaloniki is the second biggest 
city in Greece and a very important 
city for the whole Balkan Peninsula. 
It's a youth city and known for the 
food, nightlife and culture (It was the 
European Capital of Culture in 1997 
and European Youth Capital in 2014). 
Thessaloniki is a major center of 
education for Greece. Two of the 
country's largest universities are 
located in central Thessaloniki. The 
city's total student population is 
estimated around 200,000 – 
250,000, meaning that 1/4th of total 
population are students aged less 
than 30 years old. 
The city has long been known in 
Greece for its vibrant city culture, 
including having the most cafes and 
bars per capita of any city in Europe; 
and as having some of the best 
nightlife and entertainment in the 
country, thanks to its large young 
population and multicultural feel. 
Lonely Planet listed Thessaloniki 
among the world's "ultimate party 
cities". 

Thessaloniki is not only regarded as 
the cultural and entertainment 
capital of northern Greece but also 
the cultural capital of the country. 
During each year, Thessaloniki hosts 
significant cultural and commercial 
festivities, such as the Thessaloniki 
International Fair, the International 
Thessaloniki Film and Documentary 
Festivals and the International Book 
Fair. 

More information about 
Thessaloniki can be found at: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thessa 
loniki 
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/greec 
e/northern-greece/thessaloniki 
http://use-it-thessaloniki.gr/ 
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. 

The venue, both for the 
accommodation and for the 

activities, is the four- 
star Hotel Philippion 

(http://www.philippion.gr/ ). 

The hotel is located in the heart of 
the Seich-Sou forest and 

has spectacular views of Thessaloniki 
and Thermaikos gulf. 

Full board accomondation will be 
provided by the organisers. 

ACCOMMODATION
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Participants are expected to make the cheapest travel arrangements available to Thessaloniki, 
Greece and then to use the free shuttle bus of the hotel. 

Participants are responsible for making their own health insurance arrangements if they want. 

Travel costs will be reimbursed until the budget limit, set by the Erasmus+ programme, based on 
real costs of the tickets (i.e. if your tickets cost 100 euro and they are within range, you will get 100 
euro as reimbursement. If they exceed the travel grant per country, then participant should pay the 
difference). 

Reimbursement will be given only after all participants send their original boarding passes, receipts, 
invoices and tickets to the organisers by post and via e-mail (original & scanned versions) to 
finance@usbngo.gr. 

PARTICIPATION FEE 
 

THERE IS A PARTICIPATION FEE OF 
30 €. EACH PARTICIPANT SHOULD 

PAY UPON ARRIVAL THE FEE TO THE 
ORGANISERS.  IN CASE IT IS NOT 

PAID IN CASH, IT WILL BE DEDUCTED 
FROM THE TRAVEL EXPENSES.

Travel Grand per 

Participant

Greece 20€ 
FYROM and Bulgaria 180€

Croatia, Spain, Turkey, Italy, 
Romania, Estonia and 

Cyprus 275€
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FURTHER INFORMATION  

& 

CONTACTS 
All participants are going to receive Youthpass Certificate. More

info about the Youthpass here: https://www.youthpass.eu/en/ 
 

More info as well as the activities 
programme will be given to the selected 

participants. 
 

Contacts 
 

Aris Paraschou 
info@usbngo.gr 
+30 2310215629 
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